
SOUTH CAROLINA FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LEADERS 
Affiliated with 

National Volunteer Outreach Network, Country Women’s Council, U. S. A., Associated Women of the World 
and in partnership with Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

 
LEADER TRAINING GUIDE 

 
“VOTE FOR ME; ABSENTEE” 

 
OBJECTIVES: 

Participants will learn who is eligible to vote absentee 
Participants will learn how to request an absentee ballot 
Participants will learn how to vote a straight ballot or a split ballot 

      Participants will learn how to properly return an absentee ballot so that their vote will be 
       counted 
 
SAY:  
 
The information in this lesson applies to voting in South Carolina only. Different states have different 
voting laws. South Carolina voters must have a valid specific reason to vote absentee, including: 
> anyone 65 years of age or older may vote absentee without a reason 
> persons attending schools out of their county of residence who will be in school on election day may 
       have their parents request an absentee ballot 
> those who are employed on shift work who are working during the time the polls are open 
> those who are employed out of their county of residence 
> persons serving on jury duty on the day of election 
> those out of their county of residence on vacation on the day of election 
> those who have an emergency four days before election day and are unable to get to the polls on    
     election day 
> three days prior to election day if there is a death in the family 
> persons who have been arrested but not yet convicted may request an absentee ballot 
> poll workers and poll watchers not working in their home precinct 
> those who are caregivers for the sick 
> persons serving in the military may call or write the voter registration office in their county of residence  
     and request an absentee ballot. 
 
GIVE HANDOUT 1 and SAY:  
 
This list gives the reasons for requesting an absentee ballot. When this is completed and affirmed to be 
true, the form is returned to the registration office. If for any reason the oath is broken, your vote could be 
challenged by the Election Commission. Example: If you request an absentee ballot and state you will be 
out of your county of residence on election day, and you are seen in town and would be able to get to the 
polls to vote on election day, the Election Commission could throw out your vote. Those 65 years or older 
may request an absentee ballot for all elections during a calendar year. The form must be signed, dated 
and check the reason. An absentee ballot will be mailed automatically to them, and they will receive a 
paper ballot for voting. 
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SAY:  
 
When your ballot is received approximately six (6) weeks prior to the election from the Voter 
Registration Office do not be intimidated by the ballot. You may vote for all offices and questions on a 
ballot, or simply the ones for which you choose to vote.  
          
 
GIVE HANDOUT 2 and SAY: 
 
Read over the entire ballot first. Use a black ball point pen to color in the oval by the name of the 
candidate you wish to vote for. If you choose to vote a straight party ticket color the oval beside the party 
you choose. This will cast a vote for each candidate within that party. You do not need to color the oval 
beside the name of each candidate in that party in each race. If you do not wish to vote a straight party 
color the oval by the name of the person in each race you wish to vote for. You may vote for all or only 
one candidate. You may write in a candidate in each race on the line WRITE IN_________ and color the 
oval beside of the words write in. 
 
GIVE HANDOUT 3 and SAY: 
 
 When you return your ballot after you have voted, put the ballot in the envelope that reads “Ballot 
Herein.” That envelope goes within the Ballot return envelope. The voter’s oath will be on the back of the 
Ballot return envelope. You MUST SIGN VOTERS OATH on the back of the return envelope. If you do 
not sign the oath your vote cannot be counted. Also, a witness must sign the voter’s oath on the line for 
witness in order for your vote to be counted. The voter and witness’ signature and the address of the 
witness must be on the return envelope for your vote to be counted. This is a South Carolina Law. 
Anyone may witness your signature on the envelope. Example: The Postman or anyone available who can 
write their name may witness your signature when you sign the voter’s oath on the return envelope. Mail 
your ballot to your Voter Registration Office. Ensure that it is received no later than seven (7) P. M. on 
Election Day, or you may deliver your ballot in person to the Registration office. If some one other than 
yourself delivers your ballot you must fill out the yellow sheet that was received in your ballot. DO NOT 
PUT THE YELLOW SHEET IN THE ENVELOPE but take separately.     Be Sure to Vote!! 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
“Vote for me; Absentee” Leader Lesson written be Helen Spiller, Foothills District Director, Greenwood 
County President, Family and Community Leaders. 
Consultant: Connie Moody, Director, Greenwood County, South Carolina Voter Registration and 
Elections Office.  
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Handout  1 
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Request for Absentee Ballot 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handout 2 
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Handout 3 
 
 
 
 

Handout 3 
 

Back of the ballot envelope 

Handout 3 
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